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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1, (Cunently amended) A method for repairing railcars. the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facihty wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

• providing a railcar requiring maintenance service from both a first 
Tttflintftnance station and a second maintenance station: 

providing a first communication means associated with a first maintenance 
station for communicating whether the first maintenance station is available to receive the 
railcar; 

I providing a second communication m ^aTig ftAfl pciated with the second 

^ ' rpaintenance station for conu ""T\icatin g whether the second maintenance station is 

available to receive the railcar: 

wherein said railcar is held in a first queue area if the first communication 
means indicates that the first maintenance station is unavailable to receive the railcar even 
if ttii. cprnriH mai ^ t gnance statiMt is available to receive the railcar and further wherein the 
railcar is transferred into the maintenance facilitv if the first comm unication means 
indicates that the first fftilcar main tenance station is availab le to receive the railcar even if 
thft ggcnnd conMnityiiipatinn means indicates that th e second maintenance station is 
nnavailahle to receive the railcar wherein tr anftfeirlny^ t he railcar co mprises the steps of: 
moving the railcar to the transfer area; 
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transferring the railcar to at l e ast one of the first maintenance sta^esd 
station via the transfer area; 

working on the railcar within the at - loast ono first maintenance station; 

transferring the railcar to the second maintenance station for servicing at 
the second maintenance stationi and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facilityj-aid 

holding th e railQflr within a quouo oroa wh e n the at - teast one mo i ntenQnoe 
ototion in not availabl e. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
inspecting the railcar for maintenance needs prior to moving the railcar to 

the transfer area. 

3 . (Previously cancelled)- 

4 (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

providing a plurality of repair stations within the maintenance facility; and 
transferring the railcar to one of the r^air stations. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
providing an inbound railway and an outbound railway; 

moving the railcai^ into and out of the maintenance £u:ility via the inbound 
and outbound railways, respectively. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
removing a paint coating fiom an interior of the railcar within one of the 

maintenance stations. 

7. (Original) The method of claim I further comprising the step of: 
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removing a paint coating from an exterior of the railcar within one of the 
maintenance stations. 

8. (Original) The method of claim I flirther comprising the steps of: 
administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; and 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 fiiTAer coirjirising the step of: 
administering a coating of paint to an exterior of the railcar within a first 

maintenance station; and 

curing the coating of paint within a second maintenance station. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising the steps of: 
disassembling the railcar to repair the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; and 

reassembling the railcar after tfa^e railcar is repaired within a second 
maintenance station. 

1 1 . (Origmal) The method of claim 6 farther comprising the step of: 
removing the paint coating by blasting the interior of the railcar with a 

scouring material. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the material is selected from the 
group consisting of metal grit metal pellets, sand and wat». 

13. (Original) Hie mediod of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
cleaning the railcar within one of the maintenance stations. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of; 
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providing a transfer table for transferring the railcar through the 



maintenance faciUty; and 



transferring the railcar between maintenance stations. 



15. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 

of: 



16. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 comprismg the steps of: 
providing a plurality of transfer tables within the transfer area; and 
transferring a plurality of railcars through the &ciUty Aoa the plurality of 

transfer tables. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the st^s of: 
providing an interior blast station for scouting an interior of the railcar; 
providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; and 
transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 

unavailable to receive die railcar. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
providing a paint station connected to the transfer area; 
providing a cure queue area connected to the transfer area; and 



providing an inbound railway; 



providing an inspection area connected to the inbound railway; 



inspecting the railcar to determine maintenance needs of the railcar, and 



routing the railcar through the maintenance facility based on the 




maintenance needs. 



Received from <> at 1 1//103 1 1 :23:25 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 



11/07 /03 FRI 10 :18 FAX MWE CHICAGO 

In re Barich, et al. 

U.S. Patent Application No. 09/725,656 

transfening the railcar to the cure queue area if the paint station i$ 
unavailable to receive the railcar. 

19. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 Airther comprising the steps 

of: 

pit)viding a communicatioii means at each maintenance station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar, 

communicating to an operator via the communication means, the 
availability of the maintenance stations; and 

transferring the railcar to a maintenance station that is available based on 
the communication of the maintenance stations to the operator 

20. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 

of: 

inspecting the railcar for maintenance needs; and 
administering a designation to the railcar based on the maintoiance needs of 

the railcar. 

21. (Cunently amended) A method for repairing railcara, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the maintenance stations; 
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administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; 

ctirinpr the litiinp; wit h a sccond maintenance station: and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance &cilityt 

adffi mifltoring o lining to on interior of the roiloor within a finrt mointena aee 

s tations; - and 

' ouring the lining with a aooond mointoncmo e ototioa 
22. (Previously amended) A method for rq^airing railcars, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance futility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the maintenance stations; 
pityviding an interior blast station for scourinfg an interior of the railcar 
■pmviHi[ ^^f ^ ^ lining queuc area, Connected to the transfer area: 
tranflfisfrin p the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 
unavailable to receive the railcar, and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facility^ 

provi ding an interior blast storion for ooouring on interior of th e roaoim 

providing a lining qu e u e ar e a oonnootod to th e transfer or egraad 
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trfltiflferring th e roiloor to th e lining qu e u e area if th g- kitorior bloot station ia 
unavoiloblo to roooivo the roiloor , 

23. (CanceUed). 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Currently amended) A method for repairing railcars, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar msiintenance facility wherein the maintenance faciUty 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

holding the railca ^ within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
sta^on ia not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station; a^ 
moving the railcar out of the maintenance facilityr«&4 
beld mg th e roiloar within o quouo qtoq whoa the at l e oot on ft- mnintenono e 
station is ^ not avoilobl e. 

26. (Currently amended) A method for repairing railcars» the method 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing a rdlcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
coniprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

holding the_railcar within a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available: 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance^ s^^ 

working on the railcar within the at least one.maintenance station; 

providing an interior blast station for scouring an interior of the railcar, 

providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 

unavailable to receive the lailcar* 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance facilityt^a&d ' 

hold ing th e railcar within a quouo oroa when the at looot on e main teamee 

otati i on ia not avoilablo . 

27, (Cancelled). 

28/ (Cancelled). 

29. (Re-presented - formerly dep^dent claim 8) A method for repairing 
railcars, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance Sicility wherein the maintenance facihty 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
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providing a communication means associated with a maintenance station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar; 

holding the railcar Avithin a queue area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 

working on the railcap within the at least one maintenance station; 

administering a lining to an interior of the railcar within a first maintenance 

station; 

curing the lining within a second maintenance station; and 

moving the railcar out of the naaintenance facility. 
30. (Re-presented - foraierly dependent claim 17) A method for repairing 
raiicars, the method comprising the steps of. 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 

providing a communication means associated with a maintenance station for 
communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar; 

holding the railcar within a quetie area when the at least one maintenance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 

transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
woridng on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
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providing an interior blast station for scouring an interior of the railcar, 
providing a lining queue area connected to the transfer area; 
transfening the railcar to the lining queue area if the interior blast station is 
unavailable to receive the railcar, and 

moving the railcar out of the maintenance fiacility. 
31. (Re-presented - fonncrly dependent claim 18) A method for repairing 
railcars, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a railcar maintenance facility wherein the maintenance facility 
comprises a plurality of maintenance stations and a transfer area; 

providing a railcar requiring maintenance service; 
providing a coimnunication means associated with a maintenance station for 
X communicating whether the maintenance station is available to receive the railcar, 

holding the railcar within a queue area when the at least one mainioiance 
station is not available; 

moving the railcar to the transfer area; 
transferring the railcar to at least one of the maintenance stations; 
working on the railcar within the at least one maintenance station; 
providing a paint station connected to the transfer area; 
providing a cure queue area connected to the transfer area; 
transferring the railcar to the cure queue area if the paint station is 
unavailable to receive the railcar, and 

moving the railcar out of the mamteuance facility. 
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